
To: "Dr. Baruch Fischhoff - Chair, National Academy Committee on Improving

Intelligence" <baruch@cmu.edu>, "Dr. Theda Skocpol - National Academy of Sciences

and Past President, APSA" <ts@wjh.harvard.edu>, "Bill Nordhaus - National Academy

of Sciences" <william.nordhaus@yale.edu>, "Dr. David Shaw -

PCAST"<dshaw@blackpointgroup.com>, "Dr, Gene Rosa - Chair, AAAS Section K"

<rosa@wsu.edu>, "Dr. Carole Pateman - President, APSA" <pateman@ucla.edu>, "Dr.

Robert Keohane-National Academy of Sciences" <rkeohane@princeton.edu>, "Dr.

Robert Axelrod - National Academy of Sciences" <axe@umich.edu>, "Dr. Jonathan Cole

- CASBS" <jrc5@columbia.edu>, "Dr. Richard Atkinson - Chair - NRC/DBASSE"

<rcatkinson@ucsd.edu>, "Dr. G. Bingham Powell, Jr. - APSA Vice President"

<gb.powell@rochester.edu>, "Dr. Aletha Huston - COSSA"

<achuston@mail.utexas.edu>, "Dr. David Lake - ISA" <dlake@ucsd.edu>, "Dr. Anne-

Marie Slaughter - Director, Policy Planning Staff via Ms. Marisa S. McAuliffe"

<mcauliffems@state.gov>, "Dr. Kristen Monroe - Past President, International Society

for Political Psychology" <krmonroe@uci.edu>

From: Lloyd Etheredge <lloyd.etheredge@policyscience.net>

Subject: 243. Red Team: Friedman's new hypotheses (Islamic 

youth) & rapid deployment political psychology

Dear Dr. Fischhoff, Dr. Atkinson, Dr. Skocpol, & Colleagues:

I am forwarding a copy of Thomas Friedman's column from this morning's Times. He

includes several new hypotheses, based on his observation of Islamic youth and political

effects via communications media, that should be included in the protocols for rapid

deployment research. 

The DNI system has abundant resources via Zogby International, a U of MD project,

and other partners for fast deployment survey research in the Islamic world. Thus, it

would be timely for the National Academy of Sciences to make such a recommendation

1



and to outline Red Team hypotheses to update earlier models of Islamic political psychology.

I would recommend a multi-method design that includes human observers with Fried-

man's imagination and alertness. 

The Sears & McConahay book, Politics of Violence: New Urban Blacks and the Watts

Riot (paperback, 1983) is a classic in political psychology, using survey research to test a

wide range of mechanisms and it has many ideas that could be adapted. It is especially

suitable because their measures identified and helped to understand causal pathways

involving new, young, self-assertive Blacks who wanted to be treated with respect and dignity.

LE

---------------

March 1, 2011.NYT

This Is Just the Start

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN

Future historians will long puzzle over how the self-immolation of a Tunisian street

vendor, Mohamed Bouazizi, in protest over the confiscation of his fruit stand, managed

to trigger popular uprisings across the Arab/Muslim world. We know the big causes n

tyranny, rising food prices, youth unemployment and social media. But since being in

Egypt, I’ve been putting together my own back-of-the-envelope guess list of what I’d call

the “not-so-obvious forces” that fed this mass revolt. Here it is: 

THE OBAMA FACTOR Americans have never fully appreciated what a radical thing

we did n in the eyes of the rest of the world n in electing an African-American with the

middle name Hussein as president. I’m convinced that listening to Obama’s 2009 Cairo

speech n not the words, but the man n were more than a few young Arabs who were

saying to themselves: “Hmmm, let’s see. He’s young. I’m young. He’s dark-skinned. I’m
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dark-skinned. His middle name is Hussein. My name is Hussein. His grandfather is a

Muslim. My grandfather is a Muslim. He is president of the United States. And I’m an

unemployed young Arab with no vote and no voice in my future.” I’d put that in my mix

of forces fueling these revolts. 

GOOGLE EARTH While Facebook has gotten all the face time in Egypt, Tunisia and

Bahrain, don’t forget Google Earth, which began roiling Bahraini politics in 2006. A big

issue in Bahrain, particularly among Shiite men who want to get married and build

homes, is the unequal distribution of land. On Nov. 27, 2006, on the eve of parliamen-

tary elections in Bahrain, The Washington Post ran this report from there: “Mahmood,

who lives in a house with his parents, four siblings and their children, said he became

even more frustrated when he looked up Bahrain on Google Earth and saw vast tracts of

empty land, while tens of thousands of mainly poor Shiites were squashed together in

small, dense areas. ‘We are 17 people crowded in one small house, like many people in

the southern district,’ he said. ‘And you see on Google how many palaces there are and

how the al-Khalifas [the Sunni ruling family] have the rest of the country to themselves.’

Bahraini activists have encouraged people to take a look at the country on Google Earth,

and they have set up a special user group whose members have access to more than 40

images of royal palaces.” 

ISRAEL The Arab TV network Al Jazeera has a big team covering Israel today. Here

are some of the stories they have been beaming into the Arab world: Israel’s previous

prime minister, Ehud Olmert, had to resign because he was accused of illicitly taking

envelopes stuffed with money from a Jewish-American backer. An Israeli court recently

convicted Israel’s former president Moshe Katsav on two counts of rape, based on

accusations by former employees. And just a few weeks ago, Israel, at the last second,

rescinded the appointment of Maj. Gen. Yoav Galant as the army’s new chief of staff

after Israeli environmentalists spurred a government investigation that concluded General

Galant had seized public land near his home. (You can see his house on Google Maps!)

This surely got a few laughs in Egypt where land sales to fat cats and cronies of the

regime that have resulted in huge overnight profits have been the talk of Cairo this past
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year. When you live right next to a country that is bringing to justice its top leaders for

corruption and you live in a country where many of the top leaders are corrupt, well, you

notice. 

THE BEIJING OLYMPICS China and Egypt were both great civilizations subjected

to imperialism and were both dirt poor back in the 1950s, with China even poorer than

Egypt, Edward Goldberg, who teaches business strategy, wrote in The Globalist. But,

today, China has built the world’s second-largest economy, and Egypt is still living on

foreign aid. What do you think young Egyptians thought when they watched the

dazzling opening ceremony of the 2008 Beijing Olympics? China’s Olympics were

another wake-up call n “in a way that America or the West could never be” n telling

young Egyptians that something was very wrong with their country, argued Goldberg. 

THE FAYYAD FACTOR Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad introduced a new

form of government in the Arab world in the last three years, something I’ve dubbed

“Fayyadism.” It said: judge me on my performance, on how I deliver government services

and collect the garbage and create jobs n not simply on how I “resist” the West or Israel.

Every Arab could relate to this. Chinese had to give up freedom but got economic

growth and decent government in return. Arabs had to give up freedom and got the

Arab-Israeli conflict and unemployment in return. 

Add it all up and what does it say? It says you have a very powerful convergence of forces

driving a broad movement for change. It says we’re just at the start of something huge.

And it says that if we don’t have a more serious energy policy, the difference between a

good day and bad day for America from here on will hinge on how the 86-year-old king

of Saudi Arabia manages all this change. 

Dr. Lloyd S. Etheredge - Director

Government Learning Project

Bethesda, MD 20817-1204

URL: www.policyscience.net
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301-365-5241 (v); lloyd.etheredge@policyscience.net (email)

[The Policy Sciences Center, Inc. is a public foundation that develops and integrates

knowledge and practice to advance human dignity. Its headquarters are 127 Wall St.,

Room 322 PO Box 208215 in New Haven, CT 06520-8215. It may be contacted at the

office of its Chair, Michael Reisman (michael.reisman@yale.edu), 203-432-1993.

Further information about the Policy Sciences Center and its projects, Society, and

journal is available at www.policysciences.org.] 
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