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Subject: Update: Newsweek to be Sold. Declining Journalism and (Lagging) 
Democratic Adaptations 
 
Dear Dr. Fischhoff and Colleagues: 
 
     The declining economic fortunes of Newsweek, which now is to be sold, underscores the 
declining economic health of professional journalism and print-based news organizations. And - 
a phenomenon that it would be useful for the DNI to study, monitor, and forecast across the 
world's democracies - the lagging adaptations of democratic polities to institutions they have re-
lied upon. [# 66, 13 December 2009, with David Swensen's and Michael Schmidt's proposal].  
 
     An era of mindlessness, which can be attributed to Republicans in the US, is not simply a 
Republican phenomenon. And we do not know if the unusual competence and leadership that 
the Obama Administration has brought for the past two years will continue after the November 
election. 
 
     I believe that only The Economist remains in good economic health. And it is not 
enough. 
 
     This could be a useful area for academic recapitalization, linked to a content analysis res-
tart. 
 
Lloyd Etheredge 
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[The Policy Sciences Center, Inc. is a public foundation that develops and integrates knowledge 
and practice to advance human dignity. Its headquarters are 127 Wall St., Room 322 PO Box 
208215 in New Haven, CT 06520-8215. It may be contacted at the office of its Chair, Michael 
Reisman (michael.reisman@yale.edu), 203-432-1993. Further information about the Policy 
Sciences Center and its projects, Society, and journal is available at www.policysciences.org.]  
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