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March 17, 2008
Dr. James J. McCarthy - [AAAS President]
c¢/o Harvard University
Museum of Natural History
26 Oxford St.

Cambridge, MA 02138
Dear Dr. McCarthy:

Concerning Bruce Alberts: I would prefer to discuss the future and the
extraordinary opportunities to build rapid learning systems for all fields of
science and for evidence-based government policy. Thus I hope that the mem-
bers of the Governing Council will step forward, request copies of all supporting
documents and minutes of meetings involving the evaluation of Bruce Alberts
and other leading candidates for the Editor-in-Chief job at Science, and on the
basis of this audit reach a judgment about who should do the new search, and
with what standards for due process and integrity. And let us begin to move
forward to a more hopeful future.'

I am writing to bring additional evidence to your attention, in three areas,
concerning the historical record established by Bruce Alberts.

1.) The Hiring of Mrs. Barbara Boyle Torrey

As you will recall, a group of decision makers at the highest level of the
NAS/NRC system rejected the counsel of the Hamburg/Carnegie Commission
and reaffirmed the plan to neuter the social sciences. Next, Bruce Alberts hired
Mrs. Barbara Boyle Torrey to supervise the professional social science staff. Her
background was well-known, as she had been featured in an earlier ethics and
political suppression scandal reported by The Washington Post (enclosed).

As the two attached stories recount, Mrs. Torrey became angry when a young
analyst gave a journalist unclassified (and probably accurate) scientific estimates
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of the decline of the Iraqi population as a result of the Persian Gulf War in the
first Bush Administration. This was a political embarrassment to the Adminis-
tration because the totals were much higher than the numbers that elected
officials had told the public and because of the details (e.g., that 32,000 children
had been killed by American-led coalition forces, during the domestic rebellions
that followed, and from postwar deprivation). The young demographer acted
properly and according to the law, but Mrs. Torrey signed the paperwork
necessary to fire her using rationales that later were shown to be invalid.

The hiring of Mrs. Torrey - who I believe can be described accurately as a
notorious bureaucratic axe murderer from the first Bush Administration - was a
choice that would send vivid, inhibiting messages throughout the NAS/NRC
professional staffs. And weaken the ability of Bruce Alberts and the NRC
Council to hire and retain first-rate people. It was an astonishing decision.
Professional staffs throughout Washington, and leaders of many institutions
(e.g., Congress, the press) strongly defend the integrity and independence of
professional advice against political encroachment. [For example, the independ-
- ence of CIA analysts and the independence of Department of Justice decisions
concerning federal prosecutors and individual prosecutions.]

Mrs. Torrey's abusive treatment of the young analyst and actions to destroy
her career ultimately failed because Mrs. Torrey was criticized by the Committee
on Scientific Freedom and Human Rights of the American Statistical Associa-
tion and by the American Civil Liberties Union; because the young analyst had a
high-powered law firm (Covington & Burling) who could fight the Administra-
tion on her behalf; and because her integrity and high professional standards
were supported in 17 affidavits from colleagues and scholars (including William
Julius Wilson, a member of the National Academy of Sciences); and because the
- Washington Post ran the story. After Bruce Alberts hired the egregious Barbara
Boyle Torrey this in-your-face message to social science associations and govern-
ment professionals was appealed to the NRC Governing Council: Dr. Alberts
persevered and kept Mrs. Torrey as his staff supervisor of the social science
division.

2.) The Hiring of Richard Atkinson

After the Hamburg/Carnegie Commission failed I became involved in several
later rounds to activate mechanisms for self-correction and scientific integrity.
One of these projects involved contacting Presidents and Provosts at leading
research universities. One of the heroes of this movement was the former head
of the University of California system, Jack Peltason, who called the White
House Science Adviser’s office (“We face these kinds of problems all the time in
California. Isn’t there something that you can do?”). However after his retire-




ment, his successor Richard Atkinson withdrew the U of CA system from an
emerging coalition (in a widely circulated and distressing letter - a copy of which
is attached.) Next, Bruce Alberts hired Richard Atkinson (a member of the
National Academy of Sciences) to become his scientific supervisor of NAS/NRC
social science projects - where he continues to this day, with the “no-initia-
tive/not unless asked”/”don’t rock the boat” record that he (publicly and honor-
ably, on his part) had told many people that he favored before he was appointed.

The professional staffs at the NAS/NRC got the messages from Bruce
Alberts via the appointments of Mrs. Torrey and Richard Atkinson and other
decisions and guidance. Probably there are other factors affecting the quality of
the NAS/NRC’s work in other scientific fields under Bruce Alberts. He pro-
duced about 200 reports/year for twelve years: Almost none of these were
discussed, or even noted, in Science or The New York Times. [[I cited the
Times editorial about the muted scientific advice and muted criticism of govern-
ment agencies in my letter at the end of January.] 2

I fear the risk to the professional staffs at Science who recognize the prefer-
ences and history of Bruce Alberts and who must work in an environment that
he controls. I do not know why any first-rate scientist would work for Bruce

Alberts.

3.) The Destruction of Economic Data Systems

My filing with the Department of Justice included (Tabs 3 and 4) a review of
Bruce Alberts’ continuing destruction of innovation in economic data systems.
First, there was the derailment of the Luce Report. Next, at the beginning of
this decade a more recent round of NSF strategic planning (e.g., for infrastruc-
ture investments and new data systems) began. Bruce Alberts appointed a liaison
but did not support any initiative to survey fresh ideas and honor the NAS/
NRC’s traditional and trusted role for agenda setting. This silence occurred also
in the context of the continuing, core NSF grant to the NAS/NRC to operate
CNSTAT, created to be the nation’s leading scientific advisory body for national
statistical systems. Later, when I raised the question of why the National Science
Board was ignoring urgent needs in economics, where the models were eroding
and coefficients changing without explanation, an email from their Chief of
Staff told me that the information they had received (e.g., via the NAS/NRC
pipeline) was that there were no new agendas and ideas to recommend. Even
after a strong supporting (and warning) letter from Robert Reischauer, a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of Harvard’s Board of Overseers and an econo-
mist who had directed the Congressional Budget Office, I am not aware that any
leadership was permitted by Bruce Alberts. His behavior (and policy of non-
leadership) has been consistent with trying to destroy the advancement of the




field. And there are urgent national needs (e.g., current headlines) to have better
models and policy tools that work.

In sum: Yes, there are other people who share responsibility for the record of
delayed progress during Bruce Alberts’ twelve years. But Bruce Alberts had the
core advisory contracts to speak for the nation’s scientists and envision and
articulate opportunities for scientific progress in the public interest, as the
estimable President of the Institute of Medicine (in the same building) has done
by providing thoughtful and persistent leadership to build a new system for 100
million+ electronic patient health records for data capture and rapid learning.
(He also has boldly and diplomatically engaged the safety of hospitals and rates
of medical errors with projects that may have saved as many as 100,000
lives/year.)

Bruce Alberts was an accommodating Republican-era President of the
National Academy of Sciences. I suspect that he has many people, other than
himself, to blame for the limitations of his record: But at best he is like a hospital
administrator who claims that the medical errors and quality of care that are his
responsibility actually are the fault of the doctors who work in his hospital, and
the limitations of the professional staff who are the best that he can hire, and a
Board who never asked him to take the initiative to solve specific problems.*
There are better and more admirable people. (Perhaps the President of the
Institute of Medicine is available?)

Sincerely,

/ S
(Dr.) Lloyd S. Etheredge
cc:  AAAS Governing Council

Attachments:

1.) Barton Gellman, “Census Worker Who Calculated ‘91 Iragi Death Toll is
Told She Will Be Fired,” Washington Post, Mar 6, 1992, p. A6; and
idem, “Census Bureau Retracts Firing of Researcher; Flap Over Release
of Iraqi Toll Ends,” Washington Post, April 12, 1992, p. A5.

2.) Letter from Richard Atkinson, March 20, 1996.

3.) Letter from Robert Reischauer, December 23, 2002.

1. I assume that the Editor-in-Chief of Nature, and surely many other nominators, can quickly suggest
candidates who are a better fit for Science.




2. Letter to Dr. John Holdren of January 31, 2008. Online at www.policyscience.net. The editorial
appeared in the The New York Times, May 5, 2005, p. A22.

3. These and other materials are online at www.policyscience.net. The Department of Justice filing is
“Breach of Contract, Conspiracy, Fraud, and Coverups Affecting NSF Programs.”

4. In fairness to Bruce Alberts - although I cannot reach a judgment until legal proceedings are
completed - it is possible that standing-up to David Hamburg, Joshua Lederberg, and the members of
the Hamburg/Carnegie Commission has been a policy choice advocated by several very strong
personalities within the NAS/NRC system (whose names are not yet part of the public record).
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NIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

KELEY » DAVIS * IRVINE * LOS ANGELES * RIVERSIDE * SAN DIEGO * SAN FRANCISCO' . SANTA BARBARA » SANTA CRUZ

FICE OF THE PRESIDENT ' i 300 LakesideDrive
: Oakland, California 94612- 3550

. Phone: (510) 987:9074
. Fax: (510) 987-9086

. March 20,1996

Dr. Lloyd S. Etheredge
7106 Bells Mill Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20817

Dear Dr. Etheredge:

Thank you for your letter of January 13 and for sharing your concerns about efforts
to establish an empirical foundation for the nation’s social and economic policy -
chome& I appreciate your takmg the tlme to keep us mformed of your progressa .

I have shared your letter W1th colleagues here in the Oﬁ'lce of the Pres;dent Itis
clear from your correspondence with the President’s Council of Advisers on Science’
and Technology (PCAST) that the potential for ideological bias in the process of
policy development is widely acknowledged, but that PCAST has decided not to
devote its limited resources to support new research into the issue at this time..
While I understand your concerns, PCAST is free to establish its own agenda and
the University of California is not in a position to involve itself. . .

) Sincerely,

»'X‘uté— -

Rlchard C. Atkmson
Premdent

e Provost ng
Associate Vice Provost Poppe
Associate Vice Chancellor Hittelman
Dean Sears :
Director Polsby -
Coordinator McClain
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December 23, 2002

Dr. Lloyd S. Etheredge, Director
Government Learning Project
The Policy Sciences Center, Inc.
P. 0. Box 208215

New Haven, CT 06520-8215

“. Déar Dr. Etheredge:

Thank you for your letter and thoughtful attachment. I am in complete agreement that the economic data
we collect has significant deficiencies that limit our ability to understand the economy’s problems and
chart future policy.

We don’t collect some information that is needed and gather much that we could do without. We collect
other data in insufficient detail and almost always take too long to release the data for it to be useful in
policy decisions.

As you know better than I, there are many reasons for this situation. What we collect and how we collect
it reflects the forces at play in the first half of the last century and those forces do not want to give
anything up. Congress has little interest in devoting more scarce budget resources to collect new and
better information. Few economists who use the data appreciate its limitations. They have been raised on
certain data sets and treat them as if they are part of the underlying environment, not subject to change.
They put a premium on continuity and don’t want discontinuity in the data sets they know and use.

I don’t think I would be as critical as you are about CNSTAT/NCR. I don’t think they would have much
of an impact even if they had done the studies and made the recommendations you think warranted. Nor
do I think universities (Yale or Harvard) or the Fed could make much of a dent in the problem. Rather, I
think a presidential or congressional study commission is called for—one with a clear mandate and a
promise that .added resources will be devoted to strengthening. the statistical system based on the
conimission’s report. Unfortunately, the prospects for such an initiative rising to the top of pohcymakers
lists of things to do is very, very low.

Nevertheless, I wish you well in your efforts. |

Sincerely,




